






Rail Trails - Hurley Comp Plan

When this segment is complete one will be able to travel from Washington Avenue in 
Kingston to High Falls.

U&D Railroad Trail Corridor
The U&D Rail Trail Corridor presents a potential opportunity for a continuous 
transportation and recreation corridor from the Susquehanna River in Oneonta to the 
Hudson River in Kingston. The trail would travel along the reservoir and through the 
cornfields to link with the O&W trail along 209.

The U&D Feasibility Study currently underway is analyzing the potential for a phased 
implementation and maintenance of a system that would accommodate both train and 
rail trail. The majority of the approximately 40 mile right-of-way is currently leased by 
Catskill Mountain Railroad and owned by Ulster County, New York City, and the City of 
Kingston.

The consultants have identified many 
challenges – both physical and 
bureaucratic – to implementing a trail 
that would serve both rail and non-rail 
users. Success will require the 
commitment and dedication of many 
partners. We recommend that Hurley 
make its support known, particularly 
to the Ulster County Metropolitan 
Planning Organization.

The Future
The open space plan identified other 



Rail Trails - Hurley Comp Plan

trails that could be added to the 
system. Some are longstanding trails 
through private property or 

government land. They wind through beautiful and historic scenery. Longer term, or if 
any of the sites are considered for development, we recommend exploring the feasibility 
of formalizing these trails by providing incentives for developers to include public access 
trails in their designs, acquiring property, and/or right-of-way agreements. 

Rail Trails Recommendations

• Complete the O&W Rail Trail from 209 to Kingston

Add a parking lot at Russell Road and Route 209

• Support the negotiations, planning and implementation of the Ulster & 
Delaware rail trail Kingston to Oneonta

• Long term: Expand the trail system by negotiating easements and/or utilizing 
lightly trafficked Town roads for future trails along the Esopus, and along New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation land to the ruins of early 
Hurley residences and farms. - Open Space Plan 
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Senior Services - Hurley Comp Plan

[SITEMAP][Planned Residential Districts] [Senior Housing]

Senior Citizen Services

Support ‘aging in place’ for town senior citizens

[This remains a proposed plan until the Town Board approves it.] 

Doesn't everyone want the option of remaining in the town where they spent most of their 
adult life?

The Town of Hurley is getting old. Demographics highlight the aging of our residents.

http://www.fullcircleunlimited.com/hurley/html/senior_services.html (1 of 3) [12/27/2006 10:03:06 AM]
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Senior Services - Hurley Comp Plan

Town of Hurley
Percent of Population Age 55 and 

Older

(Source: US Census)

1950 25.3%

1960 16.4%

1990 25.2%

2000 30.2%

To remain in familiar surroundings a senior 
citizen may need both physically and fiscally 
appropriate housing and supportive services. 

Finances may dictate finding less expensive 
housing as real estate taxes, home heating, and 
maintenance costs rise while income is fixed. 
Health issues may compromise one's ability to 
manage stairs or, as we age, we may need 
assistance caring for ourselves or maintaining 
our home.

The initial survey indicated strong support for 
housing and services that would enable senior 
residents to ‘age in place.’

Services
The most frequent services needed include transportation, recreation, home delivered 
meals, housekeeping assistance, home health assistance, shopping, and home 
maintenance.

Few of these services prove feasible or cost effective for the town to offer independently to 
our small population. Our research showed, however, many of these services are already 
offered on a county-wide basis. Some are only available privately through family, 
neighbors, or 'for hire.' Some are offered by volunteer organizations; some require means 
testing.

We found, though, that most residents are unaware of available services or of the 
gaps that exist. 

Potential Solutions

The Town should publicize services available through the county and advocate for services 
needed but not available.

We believe that in a town like ours some of those gaps can and should be filled by friends 
and neighbors. That’s what makes Hurley a great place to live. 

Volunteer Support

We recommend that the Town Board foster and support volunteer efforts to assist 
neighbors and publicize the services that are available. Neighbors can ensure that none of 
our elderly residents remain isolated, especially in times of storm emergencies. 

Many towns have organized volunteers to visit, transport, shop, and provide other 
supportive services. We would like to see a similar volunteer effort started here.

Information and Referral
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Senior Services - Hurley Comp Plan

Our public education and communication vehicles can include on-going articles about 
services available. We could have a local information and referral line to connect people 
with resources.

The committee recommends forming a Senior Citizen's Advisory Committee to research 
model programs in other communities and put a program of supportive volunteers and 
information and referral in place here. The Town may need to support this effort with seed 
money or grant applications.

Senior Housing
When the time comes to scale down to one floor or less square footage many residents 
would like the option to stay in town. Many expressed concern about the lack of 
‘accessible’ housing available here. We have made several recommendations about senior 
or accessible housing elsewhere.

Re-Survey

Because so many of our citizens will become seniors over the next few years, we 
recommend that the Town re-survey in three to five years to assess changes in the 
adequacy of services available.

Senior Services Recommendations

● Establish a Senior Services Advisory Committee to identify gaps in services, 
and advocate to fill them, and to organize a volunteer effort to provide at 
least weather emergency support, information and referral. 

● See Senior Housing recommendations
● Re-Survey Senior Citizen needs in 3-5 years.

[SITEMAP][HOME] [SENIOR SERVICES]
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Transportation -Hurley Comp Plan

[SITEMAP][Logging] [Pedestrians and Bikes] [Public Education] [Rail Trails]

Traffic and Transportation Goal

Mitigate traffic safety issues

Make Hurley a bicycle and pedestrian friendly town

[This remains a proposed plan until the Town Board approves it.] Draft - updated 8/23/2006

In the 1969 Comprehensive Plan the Town wrestled with the expansion of Route 209 into a 
four-lane, limited-access highway; a requirement for sidewalks only where children would 
walk to school; and the possibility that the county would locate an airport here. Traffic on 
Route 375 was already an issue with no significant solution in site. 

Hurley Road Miles

1966 2006

State
Routes 12.57  12.57

County
Roads 22.19  22.23

Town
Roads 44.72  52.25

Total 79.48  88.05

The plan to expand Route 209 has been abandoned, 
as has the airport. 

We never required sidewalks or bicycle paths and 
have come to regret it. Community health and well-
being flourishes when sidewalks and bike paths are 
available. Our narrow roads with narrow shoulders 
are unsafe for bikers and walkers of any age.

We’ve learned that traffic and roads must be seen as 
a system. When a round-about changes traffic flow 
in Kingston, it impacts Main Street in Hurley. We 
must deal with traffic and transportation issues in 
their complexity. 

Our roads are managed through a patchwork of 
county, state and local efforts.

Throughout this planning process Hurley residents voiced many concerns and suggestions 
regarding traffic and safety. Many of them crossed jurisdictional lines.

As the committee deliberated these suggestions we concluded the town should form a 
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Transportation -Hurley Comp Plan

standing committee in support of the town highway supervisor to work with state and 
county agencies to see that all of these concerns are addressed. 

This forum could routinely bring all the traffic and transportation stakeholders to the table 
to share their knowledge, expertise, and unique perspectives. The committee could start 
by addressing: 

Resolution of recognized trouble spots and traffic issues

Chronic trouble spots (not an all-inclusive list)

o Rte. 375, especially at Pine and Tanglewood intersections 
o Maverick/28 
o Main/Hurley Ave 
o Main/ Wyncoop 
o Lucas/Zandhoek/DeWitt-Mills 

Route 28-West Hurley interface
Evaluate ways to support Route 28 Overlay District business development and to increase 
safety when accessing Route 28 from West Hurley

o Consider another collector road with traffic light to channel 
traffic from Wall, etc.

o Pursue putting traffic light at Rt. 28 and Wall Street under the 
control of the fire department

o Evaluate traffic safety options like straightening the Rt. 28 curve 
and adding the excessed land to the developable side of the road. 

Route 209 - Lucas Avenue Link 

Hurley Mountain Road - Route 209 Link: is one needed for emergency access?

Traffic and Transportation Recommendations

Establish a stakeholder committee to coordinate the planning, implementation, and 
maintenance of all roads, traffic, and transportation regardless who holds primary 
responsibility

Pursue construction of a county road south of the Rail Trail head to replace 
Zandhoek as the link between Route 209 and Lucas. 

[SITEMAP][HOME] [TRANSPORTATION]
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Site Map

Hurley Comprehensive Plan Site Map

Alphabetical Listing of Pages and Topics

Main pages are in capitals, sub-pages in lower case

Pages :: Reports :: Home

ACTION STEPS
Agriculture
Air Quality (Burning) 
Aquifers

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
Code Updates
Communications
COMMUNITY FACILITIES
COORDINATION OF PLANNING

Design Standards

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Emergency Services 
ENVIRONMENT

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
HOME vision, challenges & goals
Home Businesses
HOUSING

INFRASTRUCTURE

Parks
Pedestrians and Bikes
Planned Residential Districts

Public Education

Rail Trails
Roads

Overlay Districts (Route 28, Aquifer, open 
space)

RECREATION
Rural Character

SAFETY
Scenic Views
Senior Housing
SENIOR SERVICES 
SITE MAP - this page
Storm Water

http://www.fullcircleunlimited.com/hurley/html/site_map.html (1 of 2) [12/27/2006 10:02:14 AM]
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Site Map

LAND USE
Light Industrial District
LIVABILITY
Logging

Main Street

Open Space

TABLE OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
Technology
Tourism
TOWN HISTORY
TRANSPORTATION

Underground Tanks
Useful Links

WATER
Water Districts
Water Quality

Reports and Other Background Material

Most of these are very large PDFs. Some still to be added

1969 Comprehensive Plan (very 
large PDF) 

Survey 1 and Results
Survey 2 and Results
Survey 3 and Results
Open Space Plan
Aquifer Protection Study

Old Hurley Aquifer Study
Hurley 2000 Census Data

March 22 & 27, 2003 public forum notes

May 20 & 22, 2004 public forum notes

[HOME] [SITE MAP]
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Usefull Links

[SITEMAP]

At the time of publishing, these external links are all active. We cannot guarantee that they will 
continue to be active.

You may find them interesting and helpful. We hope you will explore some of them.

Feedback from you 
Hurley Citizen's Soapbox

NYS Sites of Interest

NYS Department of Education School Report Cards

NYS Quality Communities Clearinghouse

NYS Governor’s Office for Small Cities

New York State Office for the Aging

NYS DEC 

Guidance and Policy Documents that are Available on the DEC Website

Storm Water Information

NYS Hudson River Valley Greenway

Ulster County and the Catskills

Ulster County Planning Board and the Ulster County Transportation Council
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Usefull Links

NYC Watershed Recreational Use and Permits

Other Sites of Interest
Hurley Library

West Hurley Public Library

USDA Rurual Development Water and Environmental Programs 

Hurley Heritage Society

Natural Lands Trust. Land Conservation in the Greater Philadelphia Region.
A Pennsylvania based land trust organization that has promoted Open Space Residential Design or 
Conservation Subdivision design in and around Philadelphia. Click on "Planning" then on "Growing 
Greener.

LandChoices A national non-profit organization promoting land preservation choices. LandChoices is 
working to reach landowners and provide them with land preservation choices BEFORE they make 
that fateful decision to subdivide their land for conventional subdivision development. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
EPA's site on smart growth including a focus on community based approaches to reducing sprawl. 

University of Michigan study finds homebuyers want view of woods, not large lawns. 

Maps

Ulster County Information Services – GIS mapping 

Catskill Region GIS Atlas

Handbooks, Pamphlets, and Guides

NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets, Agriculture and Farmland Protection

Overcoming Obstacles to Smart Growth through Code Reform – a Resource Guide, published by 
the Local Government Commission

NYS State Environmental Quality Review Act - a Citizens Primer

Underground Heating Oil Tanks A Homeowner's Guide

http://www.fullcircleunlimited.com/hurley/html/usefull_links.html (2 of 4) [12/27/2006 10:02:17 AM]
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Usefull Links

Smart Growth Toolkit developed by the State of Massachusetts
The toolkit is intended to be both an educational guide and a reference document. It can be used 
to introduce newcomers to smart growth. It can also be used by practitioners such as planners, 
developers and site designers as a reference source for case studies and model bylaws. Includes an 
excellent links page 

Environmental Associates Small Community Planning Toolbox - Some useful techniques for small 
and rural communities

Summary Guide to the Watershed Memorandum of Agreement among New York State Governor 
George E. Pataki, and New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuiliani joined the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Coalition of Watershed Towns, and members of the 
environmental community Catskill Watershed Corporation

Bicycle & Pedestrian Primer Handbook for Local Communities, The Ulster County Transportation Plan 

Does Burning Trash Make it Disappear? NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 

The Hazards of Backyard Burning, US Environmental Protection Agency,

Articles

ALA gives Mid-Hudson Valley counties poor grades on air pollution, Mid-Hudson News Network, 
April 28, 2006 

How Many People Will Be Put At Risk by Higher Air Pollution Levels Across New York? Senator 
Schumer,

Hudson Valley– Part 1 Growing Pains (March 2005) and Part 2 Growth Solutions (April 2005)House 
Media Network 

Hudson Valley Review , Fourth Quarter 2004 , Marist College, Dr. Ann Davis, Director, Bureau of 
Economic Research, School of Management
March 2005

Who Owns the Views? NY Times article March 11, 2005 
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